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Why do we need a 
child-lens?



Growing Needs and Tremendous Potential

Over 1 Billion children lack access 

to essentials like food, healthcare, 

clean water, and education.

Children, as one-third of the world 

today, are one of the most important 

stakeholders for our future. 

The current annual SDG gap is around 

USD 4.2 trillion

…and yet, aligning just 1.1% of the global finance 

amount with the SDGs could fill that gap.

ESG Market 

USD 40T

Global Finance  

USD 379T

SDG Annual 

Gap USD 4.2TODA

USD 0.2T



Children's well-being and development are deeply 

influenced by the whole ecosystem around them.

Investment strategies don’t need to 

focus solely on an individual child.

Growth opportunities exist across all 

the SDGs and in many sectors such 

as climate, water and sanitation or 

infrastructure.

All Investor Actions Have a Direct or Indirect Impact on Children



Children are not represented in 

investment decisions

No standard or framework focuses on 

children.

Growing interest in impact investing 

and regulations.

“Lack of investment and action 

will leave millions of children 

behind, ill equipped for the future. 

And societies will pay the price 

too, in slower growth, widening 

inequality, and growing fragility.”

-Catherine Russell,

UNICEF Executive Director

The Investing Market Needs 

a Child-Lens



WHY ESG METRICS SHOULD BE RELEVANT FOR CHILDREN?

Source: UNICEF (2021), Tools for investors on integrating Children’s Rights into ESG assessments

We know children are 

impacted by business 

activities. Most of 

these impacts are not 

accountable today. 

Voluntary and 

mandatory regulations

will be enhanced by

ESG metrics that

reveal “hidden” risk

facets from business

operations

What is not 

measured does 

not exist

Making impact visible 

creates compliance 

pressures

Most importantly, 

prevent negative and 

support positive impact

Transformative reshift

on investor’s due

diligence practices, and 

their role as stewards of

good governance –

including respect and 

promotion of child rights

https://www.unicef.org/reports/tool-investors


Principles Standards Legislation

International Organizations
Industry-led initiatives

Standard-setters
International Organizations 

Regional Organizations

National Governments

Global criteria for sustainable 

and responsible business 

practices

Guidelines and frameworks for organizations to 

measure, report, and manage their impacts on 

ESG factors and for investors to assess non-

financial aspects

Binding treaties and national regulations on 

ESG practices. This can encompass 

requirements on compliance with ESG 

standards.

Global Goals & Fundamental Principles Binding International Agreements

Paris Agreement

Climate Change Biodiversity

Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework

Regional & National Legislation

ESG Reporting Standards

Impact standards
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ILO -

Fundamental 

Principles and 

Rights at Work

UN SDGsConvention on the 

Rights of the Child

ESG for Business

UN Global Compact 

– 10 principles

OECD – Guidelines 

for multinational 

entreprises

ESG for financial institutions

Principles for 

Responsible 

Investments

Principles for 

Responsible 

Banking

Project Level ESG

Equtator

Principles

IFC 

Standards

Bond principles 

Green Bond 

Principles

Sustainability 

Bond Principles

Impact for Investors

Operating 

Principles for 

Impact Management

SDG Impact 

Standards
Child-Lens 

Investing 

Framework
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Impact 

Management 

Projects

GIIN / IRIS+

Global Reporting 

Initiative

Taskforce for Nature-

Related Financial  

Disclosure

Sustainability 

Accounting 

Standards BoardTaskforce for Climate-

Related Financial  Disclosure

International 

Sustainability 

Standards Board

Adopting a Child-Lens 
We believe the existing finance infrastructure can adopt a child-lens
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What is the Child-Lens 
Investing Framework?



encourages investors to 

intentionally consider child-related 

factors to advance positive child 

outcomes while minimizing child 

harm.

Child-Lens Investing Framework (CLIF) | Overview



Incorporating children into their 

Impact and ESG strategy.

Embedding child-related 

considerations to the entire 

investment cycle.

Contributing to the broader Child-

Lens Investing field and market.  

The framework 

guides investors in  

Child-Lens Investing Framework (CLIF)

CLIF

encourages investors to intentionally consider child-related 

factors to advance positive child outcomes while 

minimizing child harm.



Recognizes diverse approaches  - each investment can create meaningful impacts for children.

Child-Lens Investing Framework | Taxonomy

• Applicable across all portfolios, asset classes, markets, investment strategies

• Interoperable with existing lenses, frameworks and best practices
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How to apply Child-Lens 
Investing Framework?



The toolkit 

supports 

investors at each 

step of the 

investment cycle.

Investment Cycle in Private Equity



Investment Cycle in Public Equity

The toolkit will support investors at each 

step of the investment cycle.



Market-building
We worked to assess level of disclosures on child rights data in 
Finland

First ever benchmark mapping the child 

rights performance of 52 large companies, 

listed on Nasdaq Helsinki, across 10 industry 

categories (+1,700 data points)

Strong desire to enhance data collection and 

establish a solid track record on material child rights 

issues, which can be leveraged building capacities for 

both corporates and investor teams

While Finnish Companies have a strong 

commitments to SDGs (85% rated high), corporate 

reporting of child-related data can improve (on 

average, 40% didn’t disclose) through enhanced due 

diligence practices

Key Findings 

This study provides market intelligence around children and provide evidence on data availability 

and collection, opening-up new avenues for investors to engage with their portfolio. 



INVESTORS

Negative screening: Minimize 

or avoid causing harm to 

children through investments 

or business practices.

Stewardship: Act as 

advocates for children with 

investee companies.

DATA PROVIDERS

Integrate children when  providing 

assessments of companies‘ non-

financial performance and 

encourage companies to disclose 

their performance on children.

Create instruments (e.g. index) 

focusing on children to support 

investors.

CLIF in Listed Equity | Examples of Application



This is an ongoing journey…

Changing paradigms is 

challenging…

But children are worth it.



Check out more here
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